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22 December 2010   
 

PRESS RELEASE 
 

The BESSIE HEAD HERITAGE TRUST, together with Pentagon Publishers, is pleased to 
announce the 2011 BESSIE HEAD LITERATURE AWARDS for Novel, Short Story, and Poetry. 
Contestants must post their submissions by 21 March 2011; judges will announce the 
winners in mid-June; and the TRUST will present its Awards in July 2011. 
 

This is the fifth consecutive competition, the first having been launched at the end 
of 2006. To date, 36 citizens and residents of Botswana have won a total of P18,000 
in prizes, and 6 volumes of winners’ writings have been published. In 2010 a record 
number of entries were received, 44, from all parts of the country. 
 

The TRUST is delighted to report that in 2011, for the first time, cash prizes will be 
awarded to all first, second, and third-place winners, as per the following schedule: 
 

 Novel Short Story Poetry 

First prize P 2500 P 1500 P 1200 

First runner-up 1200 900 800 

Second runner-up 800 600 500 

 

We note that our financial sponsor, Pentagon Publishers, has doubled the prize 
money for this year’s competitions, from P5,000 to P10,000. The TRUST wishes to 
thank our colleagues for their generosity and steady support for these Awards.  
 

Further, the TRUST would like to point out that the category “Poetry” has returned 
to this year’s competitions. The TRUST offers a prize for Poetry in odd-numbered 
years and a prize for Children’s Story in even-numbered years, while prizes for Novel 
and Short Story are offered in every year. 
 

The guidelines for this year’s contest, including all rules for submitting entries, are 
found on the Call for Submissions that is appended to this announcement. The 
guidelines may also be found on the website of the BESSIE HEAD HERITAGE TRUST at 
www.bessiehead.org/awards/entry-rules-2011.htm, while answers to frequently 
asked questions are available at www.bessiehead.org/awards/FAQ-Lit-Awards.htm. 
The rules and results of all previous competitions 2007-2010 are also found there. 
 

 
 



 

 

 

The BESSIE HEAD LITERATURE AWARDS are sponsored by Pentagon Publishers and 
administered by the Bessie Head Heritage Trust. The Trust was established in June 
2007 to promote the life and work of Bessie Head both here and abroad. We believe 
this competition is important for two reasons: (a) to help preserve Bessie Head's 
legacy in Botswana, since she is our country’s most famous writer who has gained 
broad recognition overseas; and (b) to encourage the development of local 
literature in various genres in English. Bessie Head herself was generous with her 
time when students asked her for assistance and advice, and we believe that this 
generosity is best reflected in a vigorous effort to promote literature and reading in 
Botswana. 
 

 
 
 
 

We ask media houses please to publicise this information widely. For further 
information, please contact Mr. Tiro Sebina, a trustee of the BESSIE HEAD HERITAGE 

TRUST (home 3908994, cell 71602279), or Mr. Tom Holzinger, acting chair of the 
TRUST (home 4638103, cell 71667300). 

 

 

 



 

 

    

    

CALL FOR SUBMISSIONSCALL FOR SUBMISSIONSCALL FOR SUBMISSIONSCALL FOR SUBMISSIONS    

2011 Bessie Head Literature2011 Bessie Head Literature2011 Bessie Head Literature2011 Bessie Head Literature Awards Awards Awards Awards    

(sponsored by Pentagon Publishers)(sponsored by Pentagon Publishers)(sponsored by Pentagon Publishers)(sponsored by Pentagon Publishers)    

Poetry, Short Story, and NovelPoetry, Short Story, and NovelPoetry, Short Story, and NovelPoetry, Short Story, and Novel    

P10,000 in Prizes!P10,000 in Prizes!P10,000 in Prizes!P10,000 in Prizes!    

        

    The Bessie Head Heritage Trust and Pentagon Publishers are proud to announce prizes 

in literature for 2011: three prizes to be awarded each for novel, short story, and 
poetry. Residents and citizens of Botswana are invited to submit manuscripts on any 

theme in one of the above categories. Categories and permitted lengths are: 

 NovelNovelNovelNovel 40,000 words and up 

 Short StoryShort StoryShort StoryShort Story 10,000 words /10 pages 

 PoetryPoetryPoetryPoetry a set of one to three poems 
 

Your submission mustmustmustmust adhere to the following criteria: 

1. Your work must be original, unpublished and not submitted to any publisher. 

2. Your manuscript must be in English and be thoroughly revised and proofread. 

3. Your manuscript must be typed or printed. Handwritten entries are notnotnotnot accepted. 

4. You must submit fourfourfourfour copies of your work bybybyby postpostpostpost. Photocopies are fine. 

5. Do notnotnotnot send more than one manuscript (novel, short story, or poetry). You may 

submit exactly one entry per year of the contest. 

6. Do notnotnotnot submit a school assignment; school projects are not accepted. 

7. Your submission must include a covercovercovercover pagepagepagepage with this information: (a) your real name 

(no pen names are accepted), (b) your postal or email address, (c) one or two phone 

numbers for contacting you, (d) a title for your work, and (e) a clear statement of 

the category of the work (“novel”, “short story”, or “poetry”). 
The firstfirstfirstfirst pagepagepagepage of the manuscript itself – not the cover page – must also clearly 

state the category and title of the manuscript. 

8. Except for the cover page, your entry mustmustmustmust notnotnotnot have your name on it. Judges will 
judge all manuscripts blindly; i.e. they must not be able to identify the authors. 

9. Your entry must be accompanied by one photocopy of your Omang orororor your 
passport and residence certificate (these photocopies need not be certified). 

10. You must enter your work yourself. A publisher or friend may not submit it for you. 

11. DeadlineDeadlineDeadlineDeadline:  All entries must be postmarked by 21 MarchMarchMarchMarch 2011 and received no later 

than 31 MMMMarcharcharcharch 2011. 
 

Any submission that does not follow the above criteria will be disqualified. 
 

You are advised that you may be asked to authenticate your work, and you shouldshouldshouldshould notnotnotnot 
destroydestroydestroydestroy any drafts, including the first one, since you may be asked to produce them. 

 

Contestants may only win once in any category in any four-year period (if you win a prize, 
you are not allowed to enter in the same category again for three years). 

 Novel Short Story Poetry 

First prize  P 2500  P 1500  P 1200 

First runner-up  1200  900  800 

Second runner-up  800  600  500 

 

Post — not email — your cover page, identification, and fourfourfourfour copies of the manuscript to: 

Bessie Head Literature AwardsBessie Head Literature AwardsBessie Head Literature AwardsBessie Head Literature Awards    

P.O. Box P.O. Box P.O. Box P.O. Box 70401    

GaboroneGaboroneGaboroneGaborone    

If you wish to receive an acknowledgement that your entry has been received, please 

enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope. 

Winners and details of the prize-giving ceremony to be announced in mid-June 2011 

on the website www.bessiehead.orgwww.bessiehead.orgwww.bessiehead.orgwww.bessiehead.org. 

Queries to bessiehead@gmail.com or visit www.bessiehead.org/awards/FAQ-Lit-Awards.htm 

Winners are barred for three years from again submitting manuscripts in the same category, though they may 

enter other categories. Bessie Head Heritage Trust members, Pentagon Publisher employees, contest judges, 

and members of their families are prohibited from entering. Pentagon Publishers reserves the right to publish 

prize-winning manuscripts and to evaluate the other manuscripts for publication. It acknowledges the rights 

of copyright in the manuscript and the lawfulness of the copyright holder's rights and title to these rights. 


